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N the little village of Oakdale, about the year nineteen hundred, Dick Alden, just a plain barefo
lives with his mother and Josiah Blake, his brutal stepfather.

Aside from his mother, whom Dick deeply loves, his only friends in the village are Tom
bIer and town drunkard, and Mary Truesdale, the little freckled faced girl wh lives next do
Dick is wonderful and often binds up his scratches and bruises. Dick likes Mary, but someho

her for granted.
- Oakdale is soon to become a thriving town, beca.use of a factory about to be erected by the father of

Rodman, a spoiled supercilious boy of fourteen keenly feels his own importance and is overht:aring in his m
Millicent Carter an equally spoiled and snobbish but very pretty child whom every boy in the village school
To Dick, Millicent is a relevation and he worships her from afar. .

One day, Dick saves Millicent's life in a thrilling runaway accident and later, offers her a crude little
out of horsehair. Millicent disdains such a gift, but Mary Truesdale begs for it, and Dick having no further i
fullittle love token, allows Mary to take it.

Dick is obliged to stand the brunt and take all the blame for most of the childish pranks in the v
seems to take pleasure in picking on him, until the seeds of bitterness are sown in the boy's heart.

One day, the village school house catches fire through the carelessness of Rodman Grant and, as usu
for it. The beating administered by his stepfather changes the whole course of Dick's life. Smarting und
public chastisement, Dick determines to run away and after a pathetic farewell with his mother, Dick leaves t
to return someday and make the people of Oakdale suffer as they have made him suffer. He has little f
adjuration "Vengeance is mine saith the LOTd. I will repay."

Twenty years pass-Dick's mother died a year after he left home and the town of Oakdale has pr
Grant' has succeeded his father as president of the factory and he and Millicent Carter are practically enga

Meanwhile in the city, with the thought of revenge uppermost in his heart, Dick has become a pow
world. Quietly, he secures a controlling interest in the Oakdale factory and returns to the town determ'
revenge, by crosing down the plant and moving it elsewhere. A sense of humor causes Dick to motor to
a chauffeur, while he insists that his butler pose as a man of wealth and position.

Immediately after his arrival in Oakdale, Dick seeks his stepfather and finds him living alone in a
the town. Dick tells Blake who he is and says he has come to beat him within an inch of his life. He h
and tells him to defend himself, but the man only shakes his head and says "How can I defend himself~-­

recalls the parting with his mother and her admonition to leave vengeance to the Lord..
Mary Truesdale has developed into a self supporting young business woman and during all the y

ished the little horsehair ring Dick had given her. in their childhood.
. Dick's resolution alm08t wavers when he again meets Millicent Carter, who has become a radiantly

But he is soon disillusioned when she, believing him to be a chauffeur, meets his advances with disdain.
Great is the surprise and consternation in Oakdale when Dick discloses the fact that he tolds a con

the factory and dramatically declares his intention to close it down. The townspeople are st' neel, but Di
even to the pleadings of Mary Truesdale.

Comes the day which marks the closing of the factory. Meanwhile, Rodman Grant has employed t
power the watchman at the plant and blow up the boilers.

Mary Truesdale decides to make one last appeal to Dick. She calls at his home and is told by th
has gone to the factory office. Mary follows him there nd again she pleads, but Dick refuses to yield.
childhood and her firm belief that Dick would some day return a fine strong man. Even this fails to turn
pose and Mary sadly hands him back the little horsehair ring, saying, "I was wrong. There isn't such a man

In the boiler room, the two crooks have accomplished their purpose and make their escape. One
terrific force, and the townspeople having heard the noise rush toward the factory.

The office has been wrecked by the explosion and Dick is pinned down under a heavy beam. Ma
lies uncoQscious as a jet of live steam slowly descends upon her from a broken steam pipe. Then as Dick m
gles to extricate himself, comes the realization of his love for Mary and the futility of revenge. Fervent!
spare her life.

As though in answer to his prayer, the second boiler explodes with greater force than the first.
the beam from Dick's body and by almost superhuman effort he staggers toward Mary and carries her to s

Outside the factory, the townspeople arrive just as Dick rushes from the building with Mary in his
revives and Dick with heartfelt gratitude, tells the people that as soon as repairs can be made the plant
tions in Oakdale. .

It is a very.contrite and penit~nt Dick w~o seeks Mary a few days later. He finds her on a hillto
fails to res
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N the little village of Oakdale, about the year nineteen hundred, Dick Alden, just a plain barefoot boy of twelve,
lives with his mother and Josiah Blake, his brutal stepfather.

Aside from his mother, whom Dick deeply loves, his only friends in the village are Tom Adams, the cob--
bIer and town drunkard, and Mary Truesdale, the little freckled faced girl wh lives next door. Mary thinks
Dick is wonderful and often binds up his scratches and bruises. Dick likes Mary, but somehow, he always takes

nted.
dale is soon to become a thriving town, ~ca.use of a factory about to be erected by the father of Rodman Grant­
spoiled supercilious boy of fourteen keenly feels his own importance and is overbt:aring in his manner to all, save
rter an equally spoiled and snobbish but very pretty child whom every boy in the village school secretly admires.

illicent is a relevation and he worships her from afar.' -
e day, Dick saves Millicent's life in a thrilling runaway accident and later, offers her a crude little ring he has made
ehair. Millicent disdains such a gift, but Mary Truesdale begs for it, and Dick having no further interest in the piti-
ve token, allows Mary to take it.
k is obliged to stand the brunt and take all the blame for most of the childish pranks in the village. Everyone
ke pleasure in picking on him, until the seeds of bitterness are sown in the boy's heart.

e day, the village school house catches fire through the carelessness of Rodman Grant and, as usual, Dick is blamed
e beating administered by his stepfather changes the whole course of Dick's life. Smarting under this undeserved
tisement, Dick determines to run away and after a pathetic farewell with his mother, Dick leaves the village vowing
omeday and make the people of Oakdale suffer as they have made him suffer. He has little faith in the biblical
"Vengeance is mine saith the LO!'d. 1 will repay."

He find her on a hilltop overlooking the
e Ma fails to respond to his advances

•
a very ,contrite and penit~nt Dick w~o seeks Mary a few days later.

enty years pass-Dick's mother died a year after he left home and the town of Oakdale has prospered. Rodman
succeeded his. father as president of the factory and he and Millicent Carter are practically engaged to be married.

while in the city, with the thought of revenge uppermost in his heart, Dick has become a power in the financial
uieijy, he secures a controlling interest· in the Oakdale factory and returns to the town determined to secure his
y crosing down the plant and moving it elsewhere. A sense of humor causes Dick to motor to Oakdale dressed as
r, while he insists that his butler pose as a man of wealth and position.
mediately after his arrival in Oakdale, Dick seeks his stepfather and finds him living alone in a rudef shack outside

Dick tells Blake who he is and says he has come to beat him within an inch of his life. He hands Blake a club
im to defend himself, but the man only shakes his head and says "How can I defend himself?--I am blind" Dick
parting with his mother and her admonition to leave vengeance to the Lord..
ry Truesdale has developed into a self supporting young business woman and during all the years, she has cher­
ittle horsehair ring Dick had given her. in their childhood.
k's resolution almost wavers when he again meets Millicent Carter, who has become a radiantly beautiful woman.
oon disillusioned when she, believing him to be a chauffeur, meets his advances with disdain.
eat is the surprise and consternation in Oakdale when Dick discloses the fact that he toIds a controlling interest in

and dramatically declares his intention to close it down. TQe townspeople are s 'J'lne<l, but Dick turns a deaf ear
e pleadings of Mary Truesdale.
mes the day ~ich marks the closing of the factory. Meanwhile, Rodman Grant has employed two crooks to over­
watchman at the plant and blow up the boilers.

ary Truesdale decides to make one last appeal to Dick. She calls at his home and is told by the butler that Dick
o the factory office. Mary follows him there and again she pleads, but Dick refuses to yield. Mary recalls their
and her firm belief that Dick would some day return a fine strong man. Even this fails to turn Dick from his pur­

ary sadly hands him back the little horsehair ring, saying, ". was wrong. There isn't such a man."
the boiler room, the two crooks have accomplished their purpose and make their escape. One boiler explodes with

rce, and the townspeople- having heard the noise rush toward the factory.
J

e office has been wrecked by the explosion and Dick is pinned down under a heavy beam. Mary a few feet away,
scious as a jet of live steam slowly descends upon her from a broken steam pipe. Then as Dick makes frantic strug­
tricate himself, comes the realization of his love for Mary an~ the futility of revenge. Fervently he prays God to
life.

though in answer to his prayer, the second boiler explodes with greater force than the first. This explosion lifts
from Dick's bod and by lmost superhuman effort he staggers toward Mary and carries her to safety.
tside the factory, the townspeople arrive just as Dick rushes from the building with Mary in his arms. She quickly
d Dick with heartfelt gratitude, tell the people that as soon as repair can be made the plant will resume opera-
akdale. .
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To Dick, Millicent is a relevation and he worships her from afar.

One day, Dick saves Millicent's life in a thrilling runaway accident and later, offers her a crude little r'
out of horsehair. Millicent disdains such a gift, but Mary Truesdale begs for it, and Dick having no further int
ful little love token, allows Mary to take it.

Dick is .obliged to stand the brunt and take all the blame for most of the childish pranks in the vill
seems to take pleasure in picking on him, until the seeds of bitterness are sown in the boy's heart.

One day, the village school house catches fire through the carelessness of Rodman Grant and, as usual,
for it. The beating adminiostered by his stepfather changes the whole course of Dick's life. Smarting under
public chastisement, Dick determines to run away and after a pathetic farewell with his mother, Dick leaves th
to return someday and make the people of Oakdale suffer as they have made him suffer. He has little fait
adjuration "Vengeance is mine saith the LO!"d. I will repay."

Twenty years pass-Dick's mother died a year after he left home and the town of Oakdale has pros
Grant" has succeeded his. father as presidenf of the factory and he and Millicent Carter are practically engag

Meanwhile in the city, with the thought of revenge uppermost in his heart, Dick has become a power
world. Quietly, he secures a controlling interest in the Oakdale factory and returns to the town determin
revenge, by crosing down the plant and moving it elsewhere. A sense of humor causes Dick to motor to 0
a chauffeur, while he insists that his butler pose as a man of wealth and position.

Immediately after his arrival in ~akdale, Dick seeks his stepfather and finds him living alone in a ru
the town. Dick tells Blake who he is and says he has come to beat him within an inch of his life. He ha
and tells him to defend himself, but the man only shakes his head and says "How can I defend himself~--l

recalls the parting with his mother and her admonition to leave vengeance to the Lord..
Mary Truesdale has developed into a self supporting young business woman and during all the yea.

ished the little horsehair ring Dick had given her. in their childhood.
Dick's resolution alm08t wavers when he again meets Millicent Carter, who has become a radiantly

But he is soon disillusioned when she, believing him to be a chauffeur, meets his advances with disdain.
Great is the surprise and consternation in Oakdale when Dick discloses the fact that he tolds a contr

the factory and dramatically declares his intention to close it down. The townspeople are st 'lined, but Dick
even to the pleadings of Mary Truesdale.

Comes the day which marks the closing of the factory. Meanwhile, Rodman Grant has employed tw
power the watchman at the plant and blow up the boilers. .

Mary Truesdale decides to make one last appeal to Dick. She calls at his home and is to d by the
has gone to the factory office. Mary follows him there and again she pleads, but Dick refuses to yield. M
childhood and her firm belief that Dick would some day return a fine strong man. Even this fails to tum Di
pose and Mary sadly hands him back the little horsehair ring, saying, "I was wrong. There isn't such a man."

In the boiler room, the two crooks have accomplished their purpose and make their escape. One boil
terrific force, and the townspeople having heard the noise rush toward the factory.

The office has been wrecked by the explosion and Dick is pinned down under a heavy beam. Mary
lies unconscious as a jet of live steam slowly descends upon her from a broken steam pipe. Then as Dick m
gles to extricate himself, comes the realization of his love for Mary and the futility of revenge. Fervently
spare her life.

As though in answer to his prayer, the second boiler explodes with greater force" than the first. Thi
the beam from Dick's body and by almost superhuman effort he staggers toward Mary and carries her to safe

Outside the factory, the townspeople arrive just as Dick rushes from the building with Mary in his ar
revives and Dick with heartfelt gratitude, tells the people that as soon as repairs can be made the plant wi
tions in Oakdale. .

11-.
It is a very .contrite and penitent Dick who seeks Mary a few days later. He finds her on a hilltop

town and tells her he has come to realize how futile and unmanly is the spirit of revenge. Mary fails to respon
and Dick pleadingly tells her it was his mind that was sick. It is he now who recalls their childhood. and ho
kind to him and bind up hi bruises when he was only a downtrodden little barefoot boy. With a demure
Dick if he is trying to propose to her, and then she capitulates, and al,lows hhn to take her in his arms.
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You will find a dozen things in this production that help it at the
but three points stand out th.at you will do well to concentrate on in appear
local fans: ~

Forty million Americans (estimated) know the poem.
,

Heart interest and pathos similar to "Over The Hill."

One of the biggest casts ever assembled in a single photoplay producti

Mission Films have selected the celebrated poem by John Greenleaf
assigned an unusual writer, Wallace Clifton, to make the screen adaptation
producer, David Kirkland, to direct it; and supplied a cast whose combin
figure staggers the imagination of an industry accustomed to large expend
artists. It is very important to know that this is not a "kid" picture and t
are just a few kids in it and these in the firstsection of the story.

c. B. C. tried out this unusual production at the box-office, and based
it found there, prep red an unusual advertising campaign for the pictur
campaign is recorded in this booklet.

"THE BAREFOOT BOY" ~ets over because in additio~ to real enter
value it carries the appeal that is vital to the successful picture of today, v·
advertised title and a well-advertised cast. Your local bank would hav
holding the money that has been spent all told on the roster of box-office
presented in this picture:

I

JOHN BOWERS
MARJORIE DAW
SYLVIA BREAMER
BRINSLEY SHAW

FRANKIE LEE
TULLY MARSHALL
RAYMOND HATTON
VIRGINIA TRUE BOARDM. , ,
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Washington, D. C.

Register ot Copyrights
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I herewith respeotfully request the return ot the following
named motion pioture films deposited by me tor registration ot
oopyright in the name of C.B.C. Film Salea Corporation

~he Barefoo$ Boy - 6 reela

Respeotfully,

FULTON BRYLAWSKI

The C.B.C. Film Salea Corporation
hereby aoknowledges the reoeipt of two oopies eaoh of the
motion pioture films deposited and registered in the copyright
Offioe as tollows:

Title Date of Deposit Registration

The Barefoot Boy 5-8-24 ©Cll 20174

The return ot the above oopies was requested by the said
Company, by its agent and attorney on the 8th day ot

May,1924 and the said Fulton Brylawski tor himselt, and as
the duly authorized agent and attorney ot the said Company,
hereby aoknowledges th delivery to him ot said oopies, and
the reoeipt thereof .

...



This document is from the Library of Congress 
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, 

1912-1977” 

Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002 
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